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Purpose
The purpose of the Transportation Plan for the Bemidji Growth Area is 1) to guide road-related
investments in the Bemidji Growth Area over the next 15 years and 2) frame non-motorized
transportation issues and provide a policy direction to improve safety for pedestrians and
bicyclists in the Greater Bemidji Area. To accomplish this purpose, this section identifies the
existing road system in the growth area; identifies overall goals and desired service levels for
each part of the system; identifies deficiencies in the planned annexation area; and identifies
improvement programmed in each area for the next 3-5 years.
This plan is a companion to the Greater Bemidji Area Land Use Plan. The Transportation Plan
supports and compliments the Land Use Plan by framing infrastructure investments by the road
jurisdictions in a way that guides development.
Scope of Planning Effort
Transportation planning for the Bemidji Growth Area is being completed to provide a framework
for road investments. Under the Joint Powers Agreement, the City of Bemidji and Northern and
Bemidji Townships have agreed to joint land use and transportation planning for their entire 72
square miles of jurisdiction.
While the Joint Powers Agreement is revolutionary in its aims for joint planning, each entity
retains its individual authority for maintaining and funding its transportation system. This plan
provides each authority with a common vision, objectives and set of standards from which to
build its transportation improvement program.
It is important to note that the plan
includes other road authorities within
the Greater Bemidji Area, particularly
the State of Minnesota and Beltrami
County, to the extent practicable.
However, the plan and Joint Powers
Agreement has no control over the
development of those jurisdiction’s
systems.
Information about other
road jurisdictions is simply provided to
help those jurisdictions coordinate
with the Land Use Plan for the
Greater Bemidji Area.
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I. Inventory
Introduction
The plan inventory was developed with the assistance of the road authorities who operate in the
Greater Bemidji Area. The inventory was compiled from the Minnesota Department of
Transportation’s database and updated by City Public Works and Township Road Supervisor
staff.
Overall Transportation System
The road system in the Bemidji Growth Area is made up of a combination of ownerships,
including state and federal agencies, the county, city, townships, and private. For the purposes
of this plan only the City of Bemidji and Northern and Bemidji Townships roads are being
analyzed. The definitions for each type and jurisdiction of road are as follows:
US Trunk Highway (U.S.T.H.) – A main highway established as a part of the Federal
Highway System. These roads provide the main interregional and interstate corridors
throughout the country. In Minnesota, they are maintained by Mn/DOT and funded primarily
with federal transportation dollars.
Minnesota Trunk Highway (Mn. T.H.) - A main highway established to provide the main
interregional routes within the state of Minnesota. They are maintained by Mn/DOT and funded
with state and federal transportation dollars.
County State Aid Highway (C.S.A.H.) - A road or street established and designated under
county jurisdiction. The CSAH system is funded largely through state aid gas tax funds and
maintained by the county. If this road is classed as a collector route or higher, it may be eligible
for federal funding.
County Road (CR) - A road established and designated under the sole authority of the
County Board. These roads are funded and maintained locally.
Municipal State Aid Streets (M.S.A.S.) – A road or street established and designated
under city jurisdiction, but funded largely through state aid gas tax funds. If this road is classed
as a collector route or higher, it may be eligible for federal funding.
City Streets – A road or street established and designated under the sole authority of the
City Council. These roads are funded and maintained locally.
Township Roads – A road or street established and designated under the sole authority of
the Town Board. These roads are maintained by the local authority and funded by a
combination of local funds and state assistance.
Map 1.1 identifies the jurisdiction of each street or road, as well as the boundaries of the City of
Bemidji and the annexation areas.
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Map 1.1 Bemidji Area Road Jurisdictions
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Functional Classification
Each road in a larger system has a particular purpose, whether it be to allow access to adjacent
property, transition drivers from their local street to the main highway, or to provide a fast,
consistent route between destination areas. Classifying each road by its particular function
allows road authorities to invest efficiently – to design and build a particular road to meet its
intended use, without expensive and unnecessary overbuild.
The definitions for different function roads are as follows:
Arterials provide direct, relatively high speed service for longer trips and large traffic volumes.
Mobility is emphasized, and access is limited.
Collectors provide a bridge between arterials and local roads. Collectors link small towns to
arterials as well as collect traffic from local roads.
Local roads provide direct access to individual homes and farms.
A current functional classification map
roads in the Bemidji Growth Area
provided in Map 1.2. The number
miles of each class, listed according
jurisdiction, is listed in Table 1.1.

of
is
of
to

Table 1.1
Functional Classification Mileage in the Greater Bemidji Area
Mn/DOT
County
City of
Townships
Bemidji
Arterial
52.29
5.46
5.89
NA
Collector
NA
30.84
9.86
0.23
Local
NA
31.36
62.36
81.81
Total
52.29
67.66
78.11
82.04
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of Total
22.7%
14.6%
62.7%
100%
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Map 1.2 Bemidji Area Roads Functional Classification Inventory
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Physical Characteristics
Surface Type and Width
For the purposes of this plan, surface types are classed either as improved/sand, gravel or
paved (asphalt) surfaces. Table 1.2 identifies the number of miles of gravel and paved roads by
jurisdiction. Map 1.3 indicates the location of these roads. Information about the width of each
road segment is maintained by the road authorities and included in the planning process, but is
not displayed here.
Table 1.2
Jurisdiction Miles by Surface Type in the Bemidji Area
Total
City of Bemidji Townships
100.32
Paved 54.08
46.24
38.15
Gravel 6.38
31.77
4.04
Sand
NA
4.04
82.05
142.51
Total 60.46

Shoulder Type and Width
For the purposes of this plan, shoulder types are classed either as grass/sod, gravel or paved
(asphalt) surfaces with or without curbs. Table 1.3 identifies the number of miles of gravel and
paved roads by jurisdiction. Maps 1.4 and 1.5 indicate the location of these roads in both the
townships and the City of Bemidji. Information about the width of each road segment is
maintained by the road authorities and included in the planning process, but is not displayed
here.
Table 1.3
Jurisdiction Miles by Shoulder Type in the Bemidji Area
Total
City of Bemidji Townships
39.71
Paved w/Curb
39.71
N/A
32.06
Paved w/o Curb 31.99
.07
14.22
Gravel
6.38
7.84
65.81
Sod
N/A
65.81
8.33
Unknown
N/A
8.33
78.08
82.05
160.13
Total
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Map 1.3 Bemidji Area Roads by Surface Type
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Map 1.4 Bemidji Area Township Roads by Shoulder Type
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Map 1.5 City of Bemidji Street Characteristics
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Use Characteristics
Average Daily Traffic
The amount of traffic on a road, as measured by Mn/DOT, is called the Average Daily Traffic
(ADT) count. As indicated in the title, the count is an average of the traffic passing over a
particular point in the road during the course of a day. Mn/DOT typically takes traffic counts at
each location once every two years.
A map showing the ADT for roads in the Greater Bemidji Area is portrayed on Map 1.6.
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Map 1.6 Bemidji Area Roads Average Daily Traffic (ADT)
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II.

Standards

Functional Classification
Most of the higher classification roads in the study area are not under the jurisdiction of the
Bemidji Growth Management Joint Planning Board members. Trunk Highways are owned and
maintained by the state; County State Aid Highways (CSAH) are owned by the county with most
funding provided by the state; County Roads are owned and maintained solely by the county.
The City of Bemidji maintains both the Municipal State Aid Street (MSAS) street system, as well
as the city street system. All MSAS routes have the bulk for their funding provided by the state,
and provide the majority of the City’s collector and some of its arterial roads; City streets are
owned and maintained solely by the City. Both Bemidji and Northern Township maintain a
system of local roads, which provide access to neighborhoods and businesses from the larger
system.
Rural and urban transportation systems have different characteristics and needs, and thus the
roads in each type of system are evaluated and classified according to different criteria. For
planning purposes as defined by Mn/DOT, the Bemidji city limits serve as the boundary for
urban transportation planning, while the rest of the Bemidji Growth Area is a rural planning area.
Long-range planning will include analysis of the planned annexation area as an urban system.
Functional Classification Standards are based on providing a system that has the appropriate
mix of classified roads. This mix can either be measured by the Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT),
or by the total road miles, in each class. For planning purposes in the study area, this plan
analyzes the system based on the percentage of total road miles in each class.

Table 2.1
Rural Functional Classification Standards
System
Principal Arterial System
Principal arterial plus minor
arterial road system
Collector road system
Local Road System
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Range (Percent)
VMT
30-55
45-75

Miles
2-4
6-12

20-35
5-20

20-25
6-75
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Table 2.2
Urban Functional Classification Standards
System
Principal arterial system
Principal arterial plus minor
arterial street system
Collector street system
Local street system

Range (Percent)
VMT
40-65
65-80

Miles
5-10
15-25

5-10
10-30

5-10
65-80

Travel Surface Design Characteristics
Road users develop expectations about the characteristics of the different types of roads they
use, based largely on their previous experiences and perceived safety issues. For example,
when users get on a major freeway, they expect high speeds, wide shoulders, multiple lanes,
and entrance/exit ramps. Similarly, when they enter their neighborhood street, they may expect
slow speeds, narrow lanes, on-street parking and direct driveway access.
These road user expectations are dealt with through standard design characteristics in use by
planners and engineers across the state and country. While minor modifications are allowed
within each jurisdiction or for unique design challenges, the goal of common designs is to help
travelers behave and react consistently in common situations.
The standards for each type of roadway will be first and foremost designed according to
standards developed by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials
(AASHTO) and the Minnesota Department of Transportation (Mn/DOT). Within that overall
framework, however, local standards for city or township street development will meet or exceed
the following general criteria. In no way are jurisdictions limited to these minimum standards –
in fact it is expected that higher standards will be set in many situations. New roads or
improvements within the Annexation Area should meet the standards for the City of Bemidji.
Table 2.3 describes the load carrying design standard for each classification of roadway. For
instance, a collector road should be designed to AASHTO/Mn/DOT standards for either a 7 or 9
ton axle load capacity, depending on the heavy commercial use as determined by the
jurisdiction.
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Table 2.3
Load Design Characteristics
Street Classification
Arterial
Collector
Local

Urban Design Load
9 or 10 tons
7 or 9 tons
7 tons

Rural Design Load
10 tons
9 tons
7 or 9 tons

In practice, most arterial or collector roads are supported with state aid funding, whether they
are a state, county or city road. A stipulation of receiving state aid funding is an assurance to
the state that the road will be built to adequate standards for safety, capacity and environmental
concerns. Specific standards have been established by Mn/DOT to guide local transportation
officials in the design of state aid roads. The geometric design for higher function arterial or
collector roads in the Bemidji Growth Area will follow Chapter 8820 of Minnesota State Aid
Rules.
For all locally funded roads, the local jurisdiction has more discretion in the standards used for
development. In the Bemidji Growth Area, road design standards are based on the type and
purpose of the road, the adjacent land use and density, the need for curb and gutter and
parking. Table 2.4 identifies the minimum common travel surface characteristics of local
residential roads in the Bemidji Growth Area. All travel lanes on new roads will be paved, with
encouragement to pave shoulders whenever possible.
Table 2.4
Local Residential Road Geometric Design Characteristics
Road Type

Right of Way
Width Minimum

Urban Street
Suburban Street w/Curb & Gutter
Suburban Street w/Ditches *

60’
60’
66’

Rural Road w/Ditches *

66’

Road Width
Minimum

32’
32’
12’ lanes, 2’
shoulders
12’ lanes, 2’
shoulders

* The need for curb and gutter, where it is not a minimum requirement listed here, may be
required based on an approved storm water management plan, unusual right of way constraints,
safety issues or local policy.
Commercial plat roads or roadways serving commercial areas will be based on estimated 20
year ADT and meet geometric standards as called for in Chapter 8820 of Minnesota State Aid
Rules.
Dead-end streets longer than 150 feet shall be terminated by use of a cul-de-sac or loop turn
around with a minimum radius of sixty-six feet (66’) from the center point. At no time shall turn
around designs be less than that required by the International Fire Code.
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Drainage/Clear Zone Characteristics
The right-of-way located beyond the edge of the roadway surface is just as important as the
surface itself. From a design purpose, this area provides a critical clear zone area for vehicles
that may leave the road, as well as important drainage considerations in areas without storm
sewers. Additionally, this area often contains utility lines in rural areas or sidewalks and street
lighting in urban areas.
All new plats in the Bemidji Growth Area will be required to develop an approved storm water
management plan as a part of the subdivision process.
Table 2.5 lists the minimum clear zone design characteristics along rural, non-curb and gutter
sections of local roads where ditches are not required as a part of the approved storm water
management plan. Ditches in these areas are necessary for driver recovery areas, snow
storage, and utilities. All measurements extend from the shoulder line outward, unless
otherwise noted.

Table 2.5
Minimum Ditch Design Characteristics
Inslope Outslope Ditch Bottom
Ditch Separation
Rise/run Rise/run Minimum Width
1:3
1:3
3’
2’
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III.

Active Transportation

Active Transportation – Framing the Issue
The following analysis defines and explores issues related to active transportation in the Bemidji
Area. Previous sections focus primarily on characteristics of the roadway itself, which by default
often focus on road improvements targeting motorized vehicles. This section is devoted to
promoting mobility for all persons, giving special consideration to those who must rely on modes
of transportation other than the automobile.
Active living is a way of life that integrates physical activity into daily routines. Active living is
about making the health choice the easy choice. It is about building communities where
physical activity is the safe, easy, and convenient option. It is also about creating a community
where physical activity is a common occurrence.
Active transportation is a part of the broader concept of active living and is the primary focus of
this section. Active transportation is using human powered transportation, such as bicycling or
walking, to get to destinations in the community, including schools, parks, places of
employment, businesses, and many others. The average person is much more likely to walk or
bicycle if there is a safe and comfortable way to get to their destination.
A key concept of this section is considering, or reconsidering, transportation priorities and how
resources are distributed for transportation infrastructure. There is a need to think about equity
specifically related to different modes of transportation, particularly noting the needs of bicyclists
and pedestrians. This is not to say that constructing and maintaining roads for motor vehicles
becomes a lesser priority. The needs for each of the four modes of transportation (motor
vehicle, bicycle, pedestrian, and transit) greatly outweigh the available resources. Instead, it is
more about making a clear statement that the Bemidji Area places a value on providing a
complete transportation network that accommodates all modes of transportation, including users
of all abilities.

There are three basic considerations for active transportation in the Bemidji Area:
1) Local connections and routes – What infrastructure need to be in place to make walking
and bicycling safe, easy, and accessible for all users?
2) Destinations – Where do people need to go? (School, work, grocery shopping, parks,
etc.)
3) People – Who needs to get to destinations? (Children, youth, adults, seniors, disabled
individuals, etc.)
A key point for active transportation is to make
improvements to basic routes that connect to
destinations. There are many destinations in the
Bemidji Area that lack adequate infrastructure for
bicyclists and pedestrians. The following is a brief
list highlighting a few examples:
Bemidji Middle School – no safe on-road
facilities and no multi-use trail connections
Bemidji High School – no safe on-road
facilities and no multi-use trail connections
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Businesses on Highway 197, between the
One Way pairs (south of downtown) and
other locations in the Bemidji Area – lack of
marked crossings
Lincoln Elementary school – lack of marked
crossings within a one mile walk zone
Shopping mall and commercial corridor on
Paul Bunyan Drive (HWY) 197 west – there
is a lack of convenient bicycle and
pedestrian connections to shopping and
commercial destinations for nearby high
density multifamily housing units to the
north

There are also many areas in the Bemidji Area that have excellent facilities for bicyclists and
pedestrians, including the following recent improvements:
Several new trails have been constructed near downtown over the past several years –
capped off by a trail from the waterfront to Diamond Point Park
Recent completion of the Paul Bunyan State Trail from Walker to Bemidji
Inclusion of bicycle lanes and share-the-road signs on various roads – including Irvine
Avenue, Park Avenue and Birchmont Drive
Key Infrastructure
There is a connection between the decision point for the average
person to choose to walk or bicycle as a part of their daily routine
and the type of facilities that are in place. The question is: what
types of facilities are needed to inspire people to make that
decision? The following is a list of infrastructure improvements that
have proven to be safe and convenient for bicyclists and
pedestrians:
On-road bicycle lanes – or wide shoulders where appropriate
Separated multi-use trails – with seating available at regular
intervals
Pedestrians and bicycle scale signage – wayfinding signage,
share-the-road signage, and bicycle route signage are popular
options
Well marked cross walks at key locations
Bicycle racks at key destinations
Sidewalks along key routes where they are currently absent and in new subdivisions
Need for a policy
There is a need to develop a policy at the road authority level to ensure that the facilities
described above are ingrained in transportation programming into the future. The type of policy
may look different for the townships and the City of Bemidji. The key is that any policy should
take into account the needs and values of the municipality and the people who live there.
One of the big issues lies with the way transportation funding is distributed from the federal level
all the way down to the local level. There is generally a very specific formula for road
improvement funding, whereas pedestrian and bicycle facilities are often seen as an
Greater Bemidji Area Transportation Plan
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“enhancement” to the transportation system. These facilities are not often included when a road
is constructed, reconstructed or resurfaced. Instead, funding that is available generally goes
towards projects that are placed in any leftover right-of-way and is part of a competitive
application process.
The ideal policy will ensure that the road authority considers needs for all modes of
transportation, including all users, on all future transportation projects. This does not mean that
every road will need sidewalks, a bicycle lane with signage, and a separated multi-use trail with
pedestrian scale lighting. A rural road that connects to a destination may only need wide
shoulders. Context and matching improvements to the function of the roadway is important. A
good policy is incremental, opportunistic, and takes advantage of all relevant resources.
Complete Streets
The concept of Complete Streets is gaining momentum nationally, at the state level, and locally.
Many communities are adopting Complete Streets policies across the State of Minnesota and
the Unites States. Minnesota recently adopted a Complete Streets Law (2010) which directs
Mn/DOT to transition to Complete Streets. There are
a variety of approaches to implementing Complete
Streets. Some communities adopt formal policies;
others modify their long range plans and ordinances;
and others adopt a resolution.
Complete Streets means that our streets are planned
to be safe and accessible for pedestrians, transit
riders, bicyclists, and drivers – all users, regardless of
age or ability. There are wide ranging benefits to a
Complete Streets policy, including safety, improved
health indicators, access and transportation equity, increased quality of place, and
sustainability.
Complete Streets recognizes and maximizes the benefits of all aspects of the transportation
system. It seeks to change the traditional paradigm so that accommodations for pedestrians and
bicyclists are no longer seen as “enhancements” to be included when possible, but rather as
core elements of road design and implementation. Such facilities would only be left out if there
is a compelling reason, such as a lack of need, the cost is excessive compared to the expected
benefits, the result would be contrary to public safety, or any instance where the Road Authority
determines an exception is needed.
The National Complete Streets Coalition identified ten elements of an ideal Complete Streets
Policy, which are described below:
Sets a vision – The vision is very important and should reflect the values of the
community.
Includes all modes of transportation – Includes transit, walking, biking, and motor vehicles.
Emphasizes connectivity – The key to success is how well facilities and destinations are
connected, not in quantitative measure such as the amount of sidewalks or trails built.
Applies to all transportation projects and phases – This includes planning, design, and
construction, reconstruction, repair or expansion of transportation facilities.
Specifies and limits exceptions, with management approval required – There are some
cases, such as when non-motorized vehicles are prohibited or when there is no need, that
exceptions to the complete street policy would be waived.
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Uses latest design standards and is flexible – There is no one way to approach design
standards. There are a variety of resources available to assist. The key is to set policy
that matches the community’s vision and provide flexibility and context sensitive solutions
when needed.
Is context-sensitive – Not every road is created for the same purpose. Context is very
important, for example, you would not need to have the highest level of roadway design
with separated trails, sidewalks, landscaped medians and pedestrian scale lighting on a
rural road where wide shoulders would be adequate.
Sets performance standards (including measures) – Performance measures are a
quantitative way to track progress. This could include a wide variety of measures. The
following are a few possible measures: total miles of on-street bicycle routes, linear feet of
new pedestrian accommodations, number of curb ramps installed, or number of new trees
planted along streets.
Includes implementation steps – Be specific about how the Complete Streets policy will be
implemented. This should include the incorporation of complete street principles into all of
the relevant transportation plans and projects.
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IV. Transportation Plan
Transportation Goals
The Vision and Overall Values and Goals for the Greater Bemidji Area are defined as follows.
Vision
Through intentional, collective action, Bemidji will be:
A healthy community, successfully balancing regional center amenities and small town
beauty and character;
A vibrant economic center recognized for its innovation, creativity and knowledge;
A social, cultural, recreational, medical and educational magnet;
An active community, where physical activity is safe, easy, accessible and a common
occurrence for all residents;
An embracing, culturally diverse community;
A community that protects its natural environment;
A people committed to shared prosperity and long-term community stewardship; and
The star of the north, a national model of community success.
Overall Values and Goals
Values
The following values are important to residents and of the Greater Bemidji Area, and, along with
the statement of the Community’s goals, provide a guide for development of implementation
strategies:
The Greater Bemidji Area is a single community;
Maintaining and enhancing our “north woods character” is vital as it relates to
development and redevelopment in the community.
The community will promote individual choice in the types of work and leisure to pursue,
where to live, and in residential lifestyle;
Resource conservation is important. Natural resources are a major asset of the
community. Those resources will be used in a way that they remain healthy for future
generations;
There will be equity in the distribution of resources, the improvement of infrastructure, and
in the decision making process;
The community will expect and embrace respect for the knowledge, abilities, and role of all
jurisdictions involved in managing growth in the Greater Bemidji Area.
Health of residents in the Bemidji Area is more important than ever. It is particularly
important to provide opportunities for residents to reduce obesity and improve overall
wellness.
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Goals
The following are six overall goals that describe the general vision of the Greater Bemidji Area.
These overall goals provide a framework that will guide the development of other more specific
planning tools.

1.

Create and maintain a community that protects its natural resources.

2.

Promote and enhance a community rich in character desired by its residents.

3.

Ensure a diverse range of economic, housing, transportation, and recreational
choices for Bemidji Area residents.

4.

Create and maintain a healthy and vibrant downtown.

5.

Value and embrace our rich history and diverse culture.

6.

Become a community that embraces growth and change in a manner that
promotes our northwoods character.

7. Build a community that boasts safe and convenient multi-modal connections to
destinations.

Transportation Objectives and Policies
Objective #1:
Provide a road transportation system that meets user expectations for a safe and
consistent trip.
Policies
a. Adopt consistent standards among the participating jurisdictions, based on AASHTO and
Mn/DOT standards.
b. Design and implement a functional classification system that serves existing and future
land use and treats the Greater Bemidji Area as one system.
c. Promote the development of supporting local road systems that safely access higher
function roads in developing commercial and residential areas.
Objective #2:
Coordinate transportation improvement programs between entities to ensure efficient
and timely construction within the annexation areas.
Policies
a. The members of the Joint Planning Board will cooperate in identifying needed road
improvements within the annexation areas.
b. Each township and the City of Bemidji will consult annually on the transportation
improvement programs within the annexation areas.
c. Support road construction for new development in the annexation area that meets City
design standards.
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Objective #3:
Ensure the provision of a multi-modal transportation system within the Greater Bemidji
Area
Policies
a. Cooperate to the extent feasible to support high level public transit services within the
Greater Bemidji Area.
b. Continue to implement the City of Bemidji Parks, Trails, and Open Space Plan, and
update the plan as necessary to ensure that the priorities are consistent with changing
conditions over time.
c. Ensure that streets are planned to be safe and accessible for pedestrians, transit riders,
bicyclists, and drivers – including all users, regardless of age or ability.
d. Develop regulations to guarantee that streets in new subdivisions in the Greater Bemidji
Area accommodate the needs of all users and all modes of transportation.

Objective #4:
Provide essential infrastructure that makes physical activity an easy, accessible, and
safe option in the Greater Bemidji Area*
Policies
a. Provide bicycle-friendly shoulders, signing and safety improvements on all collector and
arterial roads in the Growth Area.
b. Designate bicycle lanes with appropriate signage or provide alternate facilities when
feasible and necessary on all City owned roads unless the City Council, including
recommendations by the Engineer, determines their inclusion is contrary to public safety,
cost is excessive compared to expected benefits, or there is no identified need.
c. Include well-marked crosswalks at key intersections when constructing, reconstructing,
or resurfacing roadways in the Greater Bemidji Area.
d. Develop and implement a wayfinding plan in accordance with the Bemidji Central City
Plan.
e. Create partnerships with local businesses, organizations and/or individuals to place
bicycle racks at key destinations as opportunities present themselves.
f. Develop a sidewalk implementation plan to develop high priority locations for sidewalks
in the Greater Bemidji Area.
*Infrastructure should be designed and built to the acceptable standards of the Road Authority

Future Functional Classification
The proposed functional classification of roads in the Greater Bemidji Area is a projection that
includes higher classification roads owned or managed by Mn/DOT or Beltrami County. For the
purposes of this plan, the functional classifications identified in Map 3.1 portray the desired
future system of roads, based on FHWA guidelines.
For planning purposes, all jurisdictions were included in the future Functional Classification map
for the Greater Bemidji Area. The Joint Powers Board does not have any control, or desire to
control, the functional classification of roads not within the authority of their respective
jurisdictions. Map 3.1 merely provides a starting point for future discussions among all
jurisdictions regarding functional classification changes within the study area.
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The future system identified is designed to provide adequate service to all areas, based on the
intended land use in the Greater Bemidji Area. This nexus between land use and transportation
planning is important information when planning a Transportation Improvement Program for
each jurisdiction. Adjustments to the functional classification system are appropriate as
adjustments are made to the land use vision or based on actual development trends.
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Map 3.1 Future Functional Classification System
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